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>

>3/10/06

>

>Chairman Phil Isenberg

>MLPA Task Force

>c/0 Resources Agency

>1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311

>Sacramento, CA 95814

>

>via E-Mail

>

>Dear Chairman lIsenberg:
>

>Package S does little to take advantage of socio-economic benefits we
>could derive from MLPA, such as eco-tourism in the Monterey Bay area
>(incliding diving). As an avid diver and biologist (M.S.

>2003), it is apparent that Package S does not afford enough protection
>in deeper offshore waters, which would negatively affect food sources
>for sea birds, marine mammals, and larger fish.

>

>We do not benefit by adopting minimum requirements in any situation and
>experience leads me to believe the minimum size acceptable to the
>Science Advisory Team will not be as effective as larger and more
>connected reserves. Minimums cannot take into account unforseen
>ecological factors that may dimish effectiveness of the MLPAs as
>proposed.

>

>Monterey and Pacific Grove must have more reserves and high-protection
>areas than Package S offers. The Carmel Pinnacles Reserve must be large
>enough to cover the spots of greatest value to Monterey"s commercial
>dive boat fleet.

>

>l support Package 2 as the most effective network proposal under your
>consideration. It is more balanced for conservation and for
>socio-economic impact than Pacakage S.

>

>Sincerely,

>

>Becky L. Williams

>1733 Grant St. Apt. C

>Berkeley, CA 94703

>

>

>CC: Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

>State Capitol Bldg.

>Sacramento, CA 95814

>The Coalition of Organizations for Ocean Life (COOL)

> letters@californiamarinereserves.org
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